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Brief Summary:
The S&P 500 drew in buyers last week at the 200-day moving average, seeing what had been resistance in
2022 act as support to start off 2023. With the dips in the Index, we aren't seeing a large pick up in new
20-day lows by individual stocks, a positive sign for bulls. The bearish argument for equities can be found
in the uptick in inflation data and the rise to YTD highs in 5-yr and 10-year Breakeven Rates. The rally off
the October low in stocks was fueled by the belief inflation had been squashed, and with it, a drop in
Breakeven Rates. That's now begun to change as we've had several economic reports point to firming up
of inflation data and now the market is being forced to consider the Fed will have push rates higher than
they believed necessary when the books closed on 2022. I shared a chart of the Dollar last week, that
resistance level hasn't been broken yet, so I continue to watch that as another indication of a change in
investor inflation expectations. What has been rising off support is gold, it's bounced off an 'oversold'
momentum level and sentiment holding north of 50% bullish. Natural Gas also firmed up this week after
being destroyed in the last couple of months. 

 

Market Dashboard
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The VIX has continued to come down after it hit that 3-sigma rise that took it to 23. VRT remains below
signal threshold.

Volatility: VRT 
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Volatility: Top & Environment
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While VIX has moved higher, it remains in a Low Volatility Environment.



VIX Futures curve remains in full contango. 12-month volatility is now at a 1-year low.

Volatility - Curve
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In 2022, volatility showed up all year in fixed income and rarely poked its head up in equities - even
while we saw equity indices sink lower. That theme has continued into 2023, with the MOVE Index
(Bond Volatility Index) staying elevated as VIX drops. We saw a minor move up in the VIX
following the VRT signals, but the pop was immediately given up. But look what the MOVE Index
has done? It's continued to rise, sitting now at a multi-week high and at the 45th percentile while the
VIX is at the 3rd percentile. 

Volatility - Bond Volatility
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Maestro Model 
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Please be sure to check out the Maestro Model Summary PDF in the Archive on the website. 

The Maestro Model is still below the +17 we saw a few weeks ago but has risen one point to +9. By
Friday, Trend has gone back to being positive but sentiment went negative and breadth dropped one point. 



Maestro Model - Categories
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Trend/Momentum Increased to +2, Sentiment/Vol has gone negative, and Breadth has continued to decline
to +2.



Sentiment Score 
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XLK remains the highest scoring sector but XLB saw the largest increase last week, rising 14 points and
was the strongest performing sector on the week. XLP saw a bullish sentiment signal.



Sentiment Score: XLF & XLY
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Sentiment Score: XLI & XLB
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Sentiment Score: XLRE & XLC
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Sentiment Score: XLP & XLU
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Sentiment Score: XLK & XLV
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Sentiment Score: XLE
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Below is a table of 17 gauges of risk appetite such as offense vs. defense sectors, foreign markets vs.
domestic, small vs. large cap, lumber vs gold, high beta vs. broad market, high yield debt vs. Treasury debt,
etc. The table shows each ratio's 1-year percentile going back the last 35 trading days. As the data
improves, it turns green and as it declines it becomes red.

Risk Appetite Ratio
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Bearish

Bullish

The average Risk Appetite Ratio percentile is at the 68th percentile.



Risk Appetite Ratio
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The average risk appetite ratio has stayed elevated during the drop in stocks, sitting now at the 68th
percentile. 



The consolidation in equities continues, with the S&P 500 holding above its 200-day moving and
getting a bounce on Friday that sent it back above the 50-day MA. We still are below the year-to-date
VWAP and 4100-4200 resistance area. Momentum has done a good job holding above the prior lows
at 40. Weekly momentum remains in a bearish range but daily momentum is holding in bullish range
for the last few months.

Equities - S&P 500 Daily
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I've added an add'l section of the breadth thrust composite chart, titled Primary Long-Term Thrusts.
These are the handful of thrusts that are in the original composite that have the best track record and
only have the highest bar to clear to signal. The original composite is still what 'feeds' the breadth
category of the Maestro Model.

Thrust count sits at 0.

Equities - Breadth Thrusts
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Below is a table showing the changes in breadth data over the last 35 days. This provides insight into
whether bullish or bearish data is improving or declining. 

Equities - Breadth
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I shared this chart a few weeks ago and with the S&P 500 holding the 200-day MA I wanted to share
it again. Initially the 50-week MA had been resistance, as had the 200-day MA and now we're seeing
price treat these levels as potential support. This is a positive development, and one bulls will want to
see hold.

Equities - Daily/Weekly
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During the two most recent short-term drops in the Index, something we haven't seen is a large uptick
in new 20-day lows. We can see on the chart below that we regularly saw north of 50% of stocks
make 20-day lows last year. This is another positive sign for markets as the majority of stocks are
holding up better than the Index - which did hit a 20-day low during the December drop and this most
recent decline.

Equities - 20-day Lows
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Friday saw good improvement in the new high list, with 5% of large caps hitting a 6-month high and
4.37% making a new one-year high. Because of the multi-week consolidation in the Index, we now
have the 20-day high, 3-month high, and 6-month high all at the same price - just under 4200. This is
the price area that buyers need to push through and see breadth confirmation. 

Equities -New Highs
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Stocks bottomed in October and began to rally along with the expectation that the Fed had won its
fight against inflation and would begin to slow and eventually stop raising interest rates. The Market
began pricing in interest rate cuts in the back half of 2023. However, now inflation data has begun to
rise again, which we can see an example of with the 5-year and 10-year breakeven rates, which are
now at 2023 highs. With the move higher in breakeven rates, stocks have seen a short-term pullback,
telling us inflation still very much matters to equity markets. This week we'll hear from Powell as he
testifies before Congress. Rarely does much new information get released at these hearings but the
market will be watching closely for any signs that Powell says something new regarding inflation and
rates path. I'll be watching fixed income markets, specifically the prior high in the 10-yr yield and the
breakeven rates. If they keep moving higher, that could cause some discomfort for equity investors.

Equity - Inflation
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The Sentiment Spread remains elevated. I am seeing defensive sector sentiment begin to improve. For
instance, we have had a bullish sentiment for XLV and XLP in the last two weeks. However, Offense
Sector Sentiment has done a good job staying elevated and is more than 30 points above Defensive
Sector Sentiment.

Equities - Sector Sentiment
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XLI and XLF saw the biggest inflows as % of AUM in the rolling 1-month. SPY now has seen the
most outflow during that period. 

 ETF Fund Flow
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Sector Performance



Sector - Breadth 200-MA

XLI and XLY move to the top two spots in % of stocks above the 200-day MA. XLV also saw a nice
improvement back above 50%.



Commodity - GOld

Gold started the year with a pullback, unable to break above $2000. Since then, it's now finding possible
support at the swing high from last summer at $1800. This bounce is coming as Volatility Adjusted
Momentum is coming off an 'oversold' level and Sentiment (via DSI) is bouncing of 50% bullish. 



COT Data

Update on the COT data issue.... The CFTC has been working on updating the data and has provided some
of the backdated data, but we still don't have the most recent numbers. 



Daily Sentiment Index
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Source: trade-futures.com



Daily Sentiment Index
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Daily Sentiment Index
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Daily Sentiment Index
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Daily Sentiment Index
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Daily Sentiment Index

wwww.ThrasherAnalytics.com                   - Not For Redistribution-



Daily Sentiment Index
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Daily Sentiment Index
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Daily Sentiment Index
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Trend Models
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Trend Models
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Trend Models
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DISCLAIMER:
No reproduction, transmission, or distribution permitted without consent of Thrasher Analytics LLC
("Thrasher Analytics"). The material contained herein is the sole opinion of Thrasher Analytics. This

research has been prepared using information sourced believed to be reliable. Such information has not
been independently verified and no guarantee, representation or warranty, express or implied, is made
as to its accuracy completeness or correctness. It is intended for the sole use by the receipt to whom it

has been delivered to by Thrasher Analytics. The delivery of this report to any person shall not be
deemed a recommendation by Thrasher Analytics to effect any transaction in any securities discussed

herein. For more information please refer to our Terms & Service page of our website:
http://thrasheranalytics.com/terms-of-service-agreement.


